Above: The “Wedding of Pongo and
Purdy” was one of the stops on the
Scavenger hunt which was themed
after “101 Dalmatians.”

Right: Participants in the scavenger
hunt proceed to the next stop with
their dogs.
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Fifth Annual Pet Fair Another Success

== The first year Friends
~ of Animals had its Pet
Fair and Calendar
Competition, organiz-
ers were hopeful they
" would get 50 entries
~ = and make a little bit
| of money to support
) its cause.

Five years later the
event draws more
than 200 photo en-
tries and raises more than
$20,000.

The 2009 Pet Fair followed
the theme of 101 Dalma-
tians which was carried
throughout a scavenger
hunt. More than 150 people
paid to participate in the

total number of calendar
entries was down slightly,
according to Sally Mayes of
FOA, the amount donated to
insure a pet’'s photo got in
the calendar had increased
(Continued on page 3)

hunt which includes prizes
throughout, a t-shirt and
doggy bag with paid regijstra-
tion.

The auction continues to be
a popular aspect of the
event. This year some of the
larger items
were a bar-
becue, golf
package for
four; a yard
fountainand | «
a gardener’s &
basket with a
gift certifi-
cate to the
Blueville
Nursery.

While the

FOA Dogs Become Service/Therapy Dogs After Adoption

Mike Dundon and Buddy h
(at left) have become nearly
inseparable. Buddy’s path to
becoming a certified service
dog was almost by accident
as Dundon didn’t know how
much he needed one and
Buddy proved how much of
a void he could fill in his life.
Buddy came through the
local shelter and was being
kept at RC Kennels where
he met up with Dundon.

New Mexico, like so many
others that come through
the local Shelter was
a black Labrador-
mix; which are very
common. Mex as she
is referred to proved
to stand out among
the others and has
become a therapy
dog through Therapy
Dogs International.
Mex now spends his

days at school in a class for
disabled children.
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Those attending the showing of “An
American Opera” had displays to look
through put together by FOA.

Friends of Animals

“An American Opera” Makes Impact on FOA, Community

In September Friends
of Animals hooked up
with the Dorothy Bram-
lage Public Library and
the C.L. Hoover Opera
House and presented
the movie, “An Ameri-
can Opera.”

The documentary by
Tom McPhee focuses
on the abandoned and
missing animals of New
Orleans during Hurri-
cane Katrina in an at-
tempt to understand
what went wrong.

The film was heartbreaking
and inspiring to those who

attended the showing.

“We thought since what we
do is rescue, albeit on a
much smaller scale than
the Katrina rescue, it would
be a good way for people to
see all that is involved with
the rescue of a homeless/
lost pet,” Sally Mayes, FOA
treasurer said.

While the showing wasn’t
intended to be a fund-raiser
for FOA, donations were ac-
cepted and totaled more
than $500.

The food and company was
enjoyable and the film was
eye opening and inspiring. It

elicited a range of emotions
from joy to disbelief to sad-
ness, as well as laughter
and a number of tears.

As one guest said, "l am go-
ing right home to hug my
little dog."

TOM MCPHEE'S

MERICAN

Animal Shelter Weathers Record Year of Intakes:

FOA Faces Record Number of Placements

For numerous reasons, the
economy, military troop
movement and just everyday
hardships, the number of
animals turned in to the
Junction City-Geary County
Animal Shelter exploded
during 2009.

According to Shelter Director
Lisa Junghans the total num-
ber of animals that went
through the shelter in 2008
was 1,515. Through Novem-
ber this year, 1,649 animals
have been brought in with
another month yet to go. In
2007 a total of 1,285 ani-
mals were received. and in
2006, a mere 1,068.

Some month’s alone in
2009 there were more than
200 animals that came in.

This has caused a huge con-
cern for Friends of Animals
whose goal is to ensure
animals that come through
the local shelter are adopted
either through individuals or
rescue organiza-

were claimed by their own-
ers.

Friends of Animals has de-
veloped numerous contacts
with rescue organizations
willing to take on many of

tions throughout
the Midwest.

Statistically only a
small portion of lost
pets are reclaimed
by their owners. For
example; in Sep-
tember, 179 ani-
mals came through

...all this work
comes at a price
even with volunteer

help

the “strays” that
come through
the local shelter.
However trans-
port timing can
cause a backup
of all ready
crowded condi-
tions at the shel-
ter. In order to

the Shelter. Ac-

cording to Junghans; 24
were surrendered by their
owners; 155 were either
abandoned or picked up
running at large and only 50

save lives, FOA
works hand in hand with
Cathy Stopfer of RC Kennels
who has become a licensed
group shelter home, giving
dogs a place to stay until

they can be placed.

However, all this work
comes at a price even with
volunteer help. Transports in
a large van costs; boarding,
even at a reduced fee costs,
and all the dogs that are
placed in rescue are totally
“vetted” before leaving. That
means the pet has been
spayed or neutered, vacci-
nated and has been heart-
worm tested to ensure the
rescue groups are receiving
healthy, adoptable pets.

While any pet is generally
offered for adoption at the
Shelter first, the quicker a
pet can be moved the better,
as there is always another
waiting to fill the space.







